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are transported is 240 miles. Train sche-
dules should be overhauled; timetables
should show almost passenger-express run-
ning time. I have only mentioned what is
happening on the main line. When branch
lines are reviewed the position is mueh
worse and, in addition, there are exeessive
delays at junctions.  Our pig transport
mortalities in the summertime are que to
delays, Just as the Railway Department
should enter into road passenger service
to link with its rail system, so should Gov-
ernment-controlled road trucks be a con-
necting link with the railway stoek frans-
port. That is being done in England,
Ameriea and South Africa, so why not
here? The stock trucks of the Railway
Department need re-constructing. They
should all be of the CXA pattern with suit-
able roofs. Bogey sheep trucks are death
traps for sheep unless suitably divided.

I hope that the whole matter of live-
stoek transport, slaughtering and market-
g will be thoroughly considered and re-
organised, and that steps will be taken to
slabilise the market. The farmer today is
receiving a reasonable price for his meat,
and now is the time to ereate 4 stable mar-
ket. In the days gone by I have seen farm-
ers sell prime stoek for 1d. a lb. I hope
that at the end of five years such will not
recur. But we may rest assured that im-
mediately national seeurity regulations
cease the exploiters will once more be active
to batten on the producer. I hope I will
not again hear their song of the law of sup-
ply and demand. The organisation of mar-
kets is the only thing that will stop the
exploiter, and the Government is the only
body that can create the neecessary machin-
ery fo stop exploitation. In closing, may I
say that some of the objectives I have men-
tioned necessarily require Commonwealth
assistance, but with that assistance they can
be gained and justice be given to ontr coun-
try people. That will be a big step to that
most worthy, desirable and. essential goal—
full employment.

We must ever bear in mind that one
major factor is vitally essential, and that is
that the Commonwealth and State banks
must have complete and sovereign power to
control and administer scientifically onr eur-
rency for internal development, and to con-
trol employment and the marketing of our
products. Currency must be available at

interest rates, nominal or otherwise, in har--
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mony with the ability of industry to pay.
It is the instrument of the Devil, having to
depend on the vagaries of the Associated
Banks and financial institutions or private
lenders for finance. It would be a libel to
say of Sir Denison Miller or any of his sue-
cessors that they created a state of infla-
tion, and so it would be equally wrong to
say that properly controlled eurrency would
be detrimental to the average citizen. The
reverse would be the case, and the only suf-
ferer under confrolled currency would be
the financial exploiter. Most people are be-
ginning to understand that the present way
in which finance funetions is obsolete. In
fact, it is many times more obsolete than
our present railway system and, just as our
railways and transport can and will be mod-
ernised, so must our method of currency be
modernised, to fit our needs and to tune in
with the excellent progress that our secien-
tists have made in their many fieids of activ-
ity. As the scientist must necessarily work
for service to the community and mankind,
and not for the selfishness of the individual,
so must our currency system fonetion with
the same objective, for the benefit of the
people. Then and only then will slum hous-
ing in town and country be forced to dis-
appear; then and only then will Govern-
ments he able to make availahle decent quar-
ters and housing for their employees.

On motion by the Aeting Premier, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned et 9.3 p.m.

Megislative @mmacil.
Wednesday, 22nd August, 1945,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION.
TRAM LIGHTING.
As to Improving.
Hon, C. F. BAXTER asked the Chief Sec-
retary: Seeing that the metropolitan trams
are so badly illuminated that they are a
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menace to other traffic and pedestrians, will
the Government take steps to follow the
lead of the Fremantle tram serviee and pro-
vide the necessary illumination on them?

The CHIEF SECRETARTY replied: Dur-
ing his visit to England in connection with
the purchase of plant and equipment for
the propesed power scheme at South Fre-
mantle, the general manager of the tramway
system (Mr, Taylor) has elosely investi-
gated the most modern method of lighting
tramears. On his return to Perth in the
near future, his recommendations will be
submitted and the necessary decisions made.

MOTION—FREMANTLE HARBOUR
TRUST ACT.

To Disallow Bagged-wheat Charges
Regulation—Defeated.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the following motion by Hon. C. F. Bax-
ter :—

That new regulation No. 148, made under
the Fremantle Harbour Trust Aet, 1902, as
published in the ‘‘Government Gazette’’ of the
20th April, 1945, and laid on the Tahle of
the House on the 31st July, 1945, be and is
bherehy disaliowed.

HON. A. L.- LOTON (South-East)
[4.35]: The imposing of a handling charge
of onetenth of a penny per hushel on
bagged-wheat may not seem to represent
very much, but it is the total sum of such
small amounts that make the burden of the
task of growing wheat almost unbearable,
The rehabilitation of the rural areas forms
part of our posi-war reconstruction pro-
gramme and if we are to get anywhere with
it we must get down to hard faets. I shall
quote some figures regarding the importa-
tiong of agricultural machinery. It will be
recognised that that plant plays a decisive
part in the task of wheatgrowing. On the
machinery imported in cases or in bundles
the following charges were levied at the port
of Fremantle:—

Handling, 3s. 6d. per ton measurement plus
35 per cent.

Wharfage, 5s. per ton measurement plus 20
per cent.

Harbour immprovement rate Gd. per ton by
measurement plus 20 per cent
With respeet to machinery set up for move-
ment—that is where they were on wheels or
so constructed that they could be moved about
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for handling purposes—the charges were as
follows :—

Handling, 4s. per machine plus 35 per cent.

Wharfage, 5s. per ton measurement plus 20
per cent.

Harbour improvement rate
measurement plus 20 per cent.

6d. per ton

I think members will agree that those charges
more than outweigh the small increase pro-
posed in connection with the bandling of
bagged-wheat. I shall next give some figures
regarding the quantity of wheat eonsigned
from country distriets to ports during the
vear 1944-43. The consignments represented
37,000 bags railed to the ports of Fremantle,
Geraldton and Bunbury. The guantity of
wheat bagged for the convenience of the
Commonwealth Government for shipments to
ports where there were no conveniences for
the handling of bulk wheat or for the stabilis-
ing of bulk eargo, was 697,927 bags from
the 1st December, 1944, to the 18th August,
1945.  Of that total, 360,685 bags were
shipped from Fremantle. If we are to con-
gsider the imposing of an additional bandling
charge of one-tenth of a penny per bushel,
it is searcely fair to ask the farmers of the
State to share in what is really a Common-
wealth responsibility.

Hon. L. Craig: Farmers in the other
States share it; it is not a Western Austra-
lian charge only.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: I am referring to
the farmers as u whole and suggest that
they shounld not bear that cost. The charg:
for loading that wheat at Fremantle is
.625d. per bag by gantry or .75d. per bay
by gear. At Bunhury the loading charge is
the actnal cost plus a small commission and
at Geraldton it is the actual cost plus 235
per cent. As the Auditor General’s report
shows that the Fremantle Harbour Trust al-
lowed the Commonwealth Government
£148,000 in the form of rehates and allow-
ances, I certainly do oot think the proposed
inereased handling charge is warranted. |
take the view that as this House on two
former occasions has disallowed this repu-
lation, there is no justification for bringing
it up a third time. T consider the whole
proeedure is wrong and T support Mr. Bax-
ter’s motion.
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HON. SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Metro-
Folitan) [4.39]: I have one comment only
tc make on the motion. The right of the
Legislative Council to disallow a regulatior
is something that is valuable not only to
thi: House but fo the public.

Hon. A. Thomson: Hear, hear!

Hon., Sir HAL COLEBATCH: It is a
right that we must maintain. To my mind,
one of the ways of ensuring that we shall
never lese that right is to use it econom-
cally.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I am not
altogether inclined to use it from the point
of view of asking, “Is this regulation exactly
whai it ought to be®” I do not like that
idea. We should ask ourselves, “Is some
very grave injustice being imposed by this
regulation?” Or, “Is it a matter of first-
class importance?” Unless it answers either
of those two questions, we should hesitate
to disallow the regulation. As to whether
this regulation is inflieting a grave injus-
tice or is of first-class importance, I shall
reserve my judgment until 1 hear what Mr.
Baxter has to say in reply.

HON. G. W. MILES (North) [441]: X
feel that the Chicf Secretary has put up
a reasonzble review of the situation concern-
ing the regulation for bagged-wheat charges.
We have already made a protest against the
Fremantle Harbour Trust being used as a
taxing machine. That was one of the main
reasons why I supported the disallowance
of a similar regulation on a previous ocea-
sion. But the argument now put forward
is that this regulation has nothing whatever
to do with the other charges. T agree that
the surcharge which was mentioned by Mr.
Thomson yesterday should be reviewed. The
trust has undoubtedly been using its powers
to act as a taxing machine. That is con-
firmed by the figures quoted by Mr. Loton.
The 35 per eent. surecharge which was im-
posed after the last war, as was mentioned
by Mr. Thomson, was made at a time when
the primary prodncers were in power. They
did not take steps to have the charges made
by the Harbour Trust lightened for the pri-
mary producer. They had the opportunity,
when in power, to review the charges, and
I take it that it is a Government’s duty
to review charges made by the trust if those
charges are excessive. This Government has
acted on the same lines as did previous Gov-
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ernments. The present Government, like
other Governments, does not like giving up
any form of revenue which it can secure.
I certainly think some steps should be taken
to reduce the surcharge which was imposed
after the last war, as such a reduction would
he of more benefit to the farming community
than would be the disallowance of the pre-
sent regulation. I hope the Minister will see
that those charges are investigated and
adjusted.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You are an optimist!

Hon. G. W. MILES: I may be an op-
timist, but the point is that the trust must
make some charge for handling the wheat.
As has been said, the charge at Bunbury is
the eost price plus some amount in addition.
Unless the Minister's statements ean be re-
futed, the trust is ebarging the actual cost
price.

The Chief Secretary: Less.

Hon, G. W. MILES:; That is, the actual
cost price for this particular item. The
Minister also indicated that if this regula-
tion were disallowed, the trust would have
to charge wharfage rates of a higher amount.

The Chief Secretary : Ordinary cargo rates.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Yes, that is what the
Chief Secretary said. Personally, I think
that as we have entered our protest and the
matter has been debated, the mover has
done his duty in bringing the matter hefore
the House, and we wonld be well advised
not to press the motion.

HON. C. I'. BAXTER (Kast-—in reply)
[4.47] : T appreciate the references that have
been made to my motion by Sir Hal Cole-
batch and Mr. Loton. Mr. Loton is himself
a farmer and represents a farming district.
He has analysed the position cleatly.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Yon have to con-
vinee Sir Hal Colebatch.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: That is all right;

‘he feels the matter is of importance. Regu-

lations are now anathema; they have now
come to the stage when they are as far-reach-
ing as Acts of Parliament. Unfortunately,
Parliament is only too prone to give power in
Acts of Parliament for the framing of regula-
tions of a very wide range. Mr. Miles said
that we had gone far enough by making our
protest, but I did not make & protest. I say
the regulation is wrong and that it is a
matter of disallowing it altogether, so that
it will not infliet an injustice on any séetion
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of the ecommunity. Mr. Miles mentioned the

charges that are being made by the trust
today and said they were under cost. Is
it the faunlt of the people that they have to
pay an increased charge? Of course not!
I shall recur to that point later, when I
shall clearly show that the cost of handling
goods at Fremantle is excessive when com-
pared with the charges made at Bunbury and
Geraldton. The additional charges at Fre-
mantle may, of course, be owing to war eon-
ditions, shortage of labour and so on. The
point, however, is: Is this the time to in-
crease charges to producers, especially when
a change is about fo oeccur? T say this is
the wrong time and we should wait a little
longer. The Chief Secretary's reply to my
speech was very eloquent and he made out
a good cose on behalf of the Government.

Hon. C. B. Williams: He represents the
taxpayer, who bas to pay at the finish.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: He is a poor re-
presentative of the taxpayer. When a tax
is once imposed, it is never removed. But
his case was put all from one angle, and
that was for the benefit of the Government
and the Harhour Trust, not the producers.
As a matter of fact, during the course of
vears that the Labour Government has been
in power it has never extended any con-
sideration to those produeing the wealth
of the State, cxeept immediately before an
election. It is the primary producers who
export produce that provides the wherewithal
to establish oversea credits. ‘The Govern-
ment is too much under the thumb of the
trade unions to do otherwise; I have plenty
of evidence of that, too. The Government
is getting from the Fremantle Harbour Trust
a large snrplus which is paid into Consoli-
dated Revenue. It amounts to, roughly,
£100,000 per annum. Naturally, the Chief
Secretary is defending the action of the Gov-
ernment, because it is responsible for this
rezulation. Tt may have been framed by the
trust, but it has to receive the sanction of
the Government before it ean take effect.
As members know. that has heen the posi-
tion in the ease of this regulation which
has operated since last April. That is the
unjust part of it. The session can he
closed and immediately afterwards a regula-
tion can be imposed whieh may inflict an in-
Justice pn the puople, and it can continue
until the next session of Parlinment. The

[COUNCIL]

Chief Secretary challenged my attitude
when I said that I was stressing the posi
tion of the wheatgrowers.  Well, whos:
position would I stress? They are tle
people who have to pay the increased
charges. It is natural that I, or any otler
member, whether direetly or indireetly as-
sociated with the primary producers, weuld
desire to protect an industry of such im-
portance to the State. It is one of ouor
main exporting industries and provides
revenue for Western Australia by estab-
lishing funds abroad which are very neces-
SAry.

While the Chief Secretary’s speech was
high-sounding it econtained many weak-
nesses to which I shall refer. First of all
he stated that he found it very hard to fol-
low me when I was explaining the different
rates. I quite agree. I realised at the ont-
set that even had I taken the most exact-
ing eare, and occeupied a lot of the time of
this House, members could not he expected
to assimilate the many applications spread
over the original rates, the three subse-
quent rates—two of whieh were disallowed
—and a fuorther eolumn with the 35 per
cent. added and, in addition, the percent-
age increases on the whole. Therefore 1
set out to compile the figures in such »
way that the “Hansard” reecord would
present them to members eoncisely, and so
that a glance at ‘*Hansard’’ would eonfirm
that the attitude I adopted was right. The
Minister also said that my figures were
hard to reconeile, hut he did not say in
what way. Naturally that made mwe lock
around and, as a consequence, I say this:
When a statement like that is made it is
not of much value if it is not backed up
with some reason. The Chief Secretary
did not back it up.

The Chief BSecretary: The figures I
quoted support my eontention.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: No. My figures
were earefully checked and elearly state the
position. My figures appear in "‘Hansard”’
in the form of a concise table whereas
members would need a peneil and paper to
deal with those submitted by the Chief
Secretary. As regards the sel of rates to
which the motion applies, as members
know, in addition to inereases on five of
the services, a 35 per cent. inerease is ap-
plied in an unusuat manner. It is a pro-
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cedure to which I have a decided objec-
tion. The increases on the different charges
without the application are—

Ttem C. An increase of 14 per cent, and,
with the 35 per cent. added, 49 per cent. in-

trease on this service, above the original
charge.

Ttem D. An increase of 44 per cenl. with 35
per cent. added making 79 per eent. increase.

Item E. An inc¢rease of 25 per cent. with 35
per cent, added making 60 per cent. increase.

Item F. An jncrease of 25 per cent. with
33 per cent. making 3 60 per cent. inerease.

Item G. One service 20 per cent., total 55
per tent.; the other service remains at the old
charge,
In his statement dealing with bagged-
wheat charges, the Chief Secretary said
that it is fairly difficult to follow in detail
the various operations that are necessary
in the handiing of hagged-wheat at Fre-
mantle, more so because there have been so
many different rates in operation during
recent years. With this I agree, but if I
cohfine my attention to the position as it
was before May, 1943—when the first al-
terations were made—and when the latest
handling charges were enforced, the picture
will be much clearer. The Minister said that
the new schedule of charges is an effort on
the part of the Harbour Trust to receup
itself for the actnal expenditure upon ser-
vices rendered in the handling of bagged-
wheat. It will be gathered from his re-
marks, when speaking to the motion for the
disallowanee of this regulation, that the
handling charges on bagged-wheat have
never been high enough to prevent the loss
of money to the Fremantle Harhour Trust
in this avenve of its aetivities, and that
the commissioners have for years been
aware of and are resigned to this loss. Inere-

dible as it seems, if this is so, why should’

the Fremantle Harbour Trust decide to
bring into force a schedule of charges suf-
ficiently high {o prevent its losing money
on the handling of bagged-wheat when
costs are at their very peak?

Why should not the matter he delayed
even when the tirst regulation was applied,
when charges were the highest they could
possibly be at Fremantle? Another point
is this: Even if the trust lost on handling
hagged-wheat, it is reaping a golden har-
vest by the charges for wheat storage,
which returns a very substantial amount.
As a matter of fact, the Fremantle Har-
hour Trust charges for storage are double
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those made at Geraldton and Bunbury. We
do not hear the Government say that it is.
making a big profit out of that partienlar
portion of the trust’s activities, which it
is. But it talks about losing money on the
hagged-wheat handling which is only a small
matter compared with the profit it is mak-
ing on the storage. The Fremantle storage
cliarges are one-sixth of a penny per hag
per week while at Gleraldion and Bunbury
the charges are one-twelfth of a penny per
bag per week. It will be seen that the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust wants it both ways.

Hon. V. Hamersley: It is a rook.

Hon. C. F, BAXTER: I am not going to
be as drastic as to say that. As the future
will present many changes, why set out to
impose a further increase, no matter how
small, at this juncture, more especially see-
ing that on other services to wheatgrowers
& very substantial profit is being made? The
Chicf Secretary said that, in the main, the
charges represent labour costs. These labour
costs are so high at present with the man-
power position as it is that it would be un-
fair to base any permanent -ecbarges on
them. Atmy releases of many thousands of
men have already been announeed besides
which, with the cessation of hostilities—
thank God for it—many more younger men
will he released. It is well known that the
deterioration in the rate of handling eargo
at Fremantle is largely due to the faet that
the averuge age of the workers engaged
there has risen steeply during the past few
years. That could not be avoided. Other
men were not available, With these Army
releases the rate of handling will commence
to improve almost immediately. These lab-
our costs, therefore, which are the prime
factor, will be decreasing.

I ask whether there is any justification
for incrensing the rate at present. The faet,

.mentioned by the Chief Seeretary, that all

the wheat in Augstralia is handled by the
Australian Wheat Board, should not be
taken into counsideration as that bhody was
set up as a war-time expedient and will
probably be wound up in the near future,
So far as I am concerned even though the
charge is a small one spread over all the
wheatgrowers, it nevertheless is a charge
against them. The future for wheatgrow-
ing docs not hold out much promise, not
sufficient to enable it to pay all the exices-
sive charges that are imposed upon it:
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Some of these were referred to by Mr.
Wood yesterday. The future of the indus-
try is not very bright.

Hon, T. Moore: Why? The world wants
wheat owing to the present shoriage.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes, at a price!
As a wheatgrower himself, the hon. member
should realise that the charges against
wheatgrowers are mounting up so much that
a good deal of the present screage will go
out of wheat-production. No-one with fore-
sight will deny that. We do not want acre-
age to go out of wheatgrowing; we want to
increase the acreage so that we can get back
to our 52,000,000 busbels yield. The regu-
lations made by the Fremantle Harbou~
Trust may endure for all time, not only dur-
ing the transitory period. Experience has
shown that once an imposition is applied by
the Government upon the community it re-
mains practically for ever. Very rarely is
any reduction effected.

The Chief Secretary: For many years the
Fremantle Ilarbour Trust gave a rebate on
the handling of hagged-wheat.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: That is so.

The Chief Scecretary: That does not coin-
cide with your statement now.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER : That does not con-
cern the regulation; it was something done
by the Harbour Trust. 1 say it is the Gov-
ernment that does not make any reduetion
when an imposition is onee placed upon a
section of the community, although the Har-
Lour Trust, as a body, might do so. At that
time we were fortunate in having a repre-
sentative of the primary producers as a
member of the Fremantle Harbour Trust,
He was there for some years. During my
term as Minister in charge of the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust, Mr. McCarthy, the
representative of the lumpers, was retiring
from that hody. Very strong pressure was
hrought to bear on me to appoint & repre-
sentive of other interests in lien of
Mr. MeCarthy. That would have been most
unfair, and I declined to carry out the sug-
frestion, with the result that Mr. MeCarthy
was re-appointed, T could see no justifiea-
tion for disfranchising the lumpers. T think
Sir Hal Colebateh was in the Ministry at
the time.  Unfortunately, through the un-
timely death of the farmers’ representative
on the Fremantle Harbour Trust, we found
ourselves without any representative, as the
Lghour Government did not follow my ex-
ample.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. A. Thomson: No, it did not.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It appointed one
of its own Trades Hall officials as a member
of the trust. We ean expect very little con-
sideration in the future es to any rebates.
The rate of handling at Fremantle has de-
teriorated considerably, whereas at Gerald-
ton and Bunbury such is not the case, for
the work gemerally is up to pre-war stand-
ard there, That, I think, is due to the roster
system of engagement, instituted by the
Stevedoring Industries Commission at Fre-
mantle with the object of directing men to
jobs in the order of priority decided by the
Port Priority Committee. That was very
necessary under wartime eonditions, and had
the effect of reducing the rate of handling
for all cargoes at Fremantle.

Hon, A. Thomson: You mean the quan-
tity?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Yes. The reasons
for the institution of that system were—

(a) Men who previously were able to decide
what job they would offer for, were, under the
roster system, directed to work which on ge-
cazions they did not like, with the result that
they would not do their best and handling
rates dropped eonsiderably.

(b) For some years now the port of TFre-
mantle hag been working at full pressure and
there has been more work available than could
possibly be handled expeditiously by the man-
power available, the obvious result being a
poorer standard of work as the men knew there
would always be work available.

As we return to normal conditions there will
not be such pressure of work as has been
evident during the past two or three years,
and it is hoped that the free selection method
of engaging labour will be reverted to when,
in the opinion of competent judges, a much
better rate of handling will be obtained. I
contend we should wait to see whether there
will be any nceessity for an increase in this
direction. Some increase might bhe made,
but not to the extent asked for in this Te-
gulation. That is something which the wheat
industry, when other charges are taken into
consideration, will not be able to earry,
small though it is. T do not think I would
object if the regulation were withdrawn and
another brought down providing for the im-
position of the 35 per eent., which has been
charged to the industry, but to apply for 12
months only. T wounld accept an assurance
from the Government that it would carry out
this suggestion, and submit the whole ques-
tion again at a later date. I am not prepared
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to allow the existing regulation to stand, be-
cause it is unfair from every standpoint, and
there is no necessity for it. Were the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust not making a profit
and paying considerable sums into Consoli-
dated Revenue, there might be some legiti-
mate excuse for the imposition.

The profits of the trust come directly from
goods and other things of that deseription.
There is only one source from which those
profits are derived, namely, the primary in-
dustries, Very few sécondary industries in
this State export anything. I hope the
Honse will do as it has done on previous
oceasions, agree to the disallowance of this
regulation. This is not the time in which
to increase costs, when everything is at its
highest and on the verge of a change. It
will be time enough in, say, two years, to
survey the position when, if necessary, Par-
liameni may be prepared to allow the Har-
bour Trust to impose an increase in the
charges. The preseni regulation is not jus-
tified, and I hope the motion will be agreed
to.

Question put and a division taken wita
the following result:—

AYES.
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. W. J. Mann
Hon. L. B. Bolion Hon, H, L. Roche
Hou. E. H. H. Hall Hon. A, Thomson.
Hon, V., Hamersley. Hon, G. B. Wood.
Hon, A. L. Loion {Teller)
NoES.
Hen. Sir Hal Colebatch Hon, W. R. Hall
Hon, €. R. Cornish Hon, J. G. Hislop.
Houn. l.. Craig. Hon. W. H., Kilson
Hon. J. A. Dlmmitt Hon. G W. Miles
Hon.-J. M. Drew Hon. H. 5. W. Parker.
Hon. G. Fraser Hon. H. Seddon
Hon, F. E. Gibson Hon. C. B. Williams
Hon. E. H, Gray Hon, T, Moore.
(Teller.)
PAIR.
AYE,

I Ne.
Hon. H. Tackey Hon. E. M. Heengn,
Question thus negatived.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Hon. L. B. Bolton and Prisoner-of-War
Labour.

HON. L B. BOLTON (Metropolitan)
I desire to make a2 personal explana-
tion. During the speech by Mr. Wood
on the Address-in-reply debate yesterday,
he mentioned the rate of wages he was pay-
ing for prisoners-of-war. He said the
amount was £2 per week plus keep. T in-
terjected that he was wrong and that the
amount was £1 per week. Mr. Wood con-
tended that it was £2, and I further argued
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the point with him, stating that T was pay-
ing only £1. Of this T produced evidence.
After the House adjonrned, we conferred
on the matter and I found that Mr. Wood’s
statement, as well as mine, was correet. The
difference was that Mr. Wood’s exployees
were experienced men—they bad had six
months’ experience—and that was why he
had to pay £2 a week. My employees were
inexperienced and I paid only £1 per week.
It has been suggested that his were not bet-
ter than mine. However, I make this ex-
planation in fairness to Mr. Wood. T have
no desire to convey that his statement was
incorrect when, in the cireumstances, we
were both right.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Neither of you
should be employing those men at those
rates.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Then get us some
other men.

Hon. C. B. Williams:
make it worse.

That would only

ADDRESS-IN-REFPLY.
Tenth Day.
Debate vesumed from the previous day.

HON. H 1. ROCHE (South-East)
[5197: I would like to join with other
members in tendering congratulations to the
new Premier, Hon. F. J. 8. Wise, and to
Hon. W. M. Marshall on his elevation to the
high office he now holds. I trust that both of
them will be blest with good health and good
fortune to enable them to discharge the im-
portant duties to which they have been called,
althdugh T am not necessarily wishing that
they will continue to ocenpy those positions
indefinitely.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Our party has been
in office for a good many years.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: When speaking on

- the Address-in-reply last year, I referred

to the report of the Rural Reconstrue-
tion Commission and its recommendations
as they applied to proposals for sol-
dier settlement after the then eurrent war.
It has been a matter of surprise to me that
ever since the Commission’s recommenda-
tions to the Commonwealth Government
were made public, the Refurned Soldiers’
League, particularly in this State, has so
passively aceepted the proposals for the
regimentation and contrel of any poor souls
who may elect and can qualify to beeome
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soldier settlers. XNo scheme of settlement
will be a success unpless the maximum
amount of freedom is allowed to the indi-
vidual to display his initiative and enter-
prise, within, of course, definite finanecial
limits.

The only man who can farm his property
successfully is the farmer himself, and in
the clameour for supervision in matters of
this kind, well-meaning people often over-
look the fact that supervision and control,
as the report to my mind pre-supposes, will
largely result in defeating its own object.
They overlook the fact that the inevitable
interference with the settler by those in
authority tends to develop an attitude of
mind amongst the more enterprising men
that results in their eventual discourage-
ment. Other types of settlers gradually
come to lean more and more upon those in
authority; more and more they fend to
place the blame or responsibility for their
non-success or failure in any of their
enterprises upon  the  shoulders of
those in authorty. This has oceurred
in the past. It has oceurred with
private institutions; it has oeeurred
very often with the Agricultural Bank
and in connection with soldier scttlement
after the first world war. The interfer-
ence hy officialdom and the authority
vested in 1t destroys the enterprise and
initiative of many men, and discourages
the man who might otherwise, if left to
himself, though within definite financial
limits, make a suecess of his undertaking.

This war has ended after a duration of
nearly six years. It has been fairly obvi-
ous to many of us for a considerable time
that there would be a great demand in
Australia, and particularly in Western
Australia, where so many of the enlist-
ments eame from the counntry areas, for
soldier land settlement. Over 12 months
have elapsed sinee the Rural Reconsirue-
tion Commission furnished its report and
recommendations to the Federal authori-
ties. Jefore it did so, this appeared from
Press reports to be the exeuse why the
Pederal anthorities had not put into oper-
ation the plans of which we have heard so
much and from which nothing has eventu-
ated. Although over 12 months have
passed, there seems to be no concrete evi-
dence that we have got any further in the
direction of jnstituting soldier settlement,
heyvond plans and plans and still more
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plans. We do not seem able to ascertain
anything concrete whatsoever. Seemingly
in this country at the moment, we have
got things somewhat the wrong way round.
Under a sape adwinistration, we would
have the technicians, the theorists, the eco-
nomists and the professors advising prae-
tical administrators or practical men on
their decisions, whereas we have placed
the planners, plotters, theorists and schem-
ers in a position to control all these mat-
ters, and it seems difficult to get anything
out of their plans that will be practicable
and will be in time to come as effective as it
should be.

For some time T have held the view that
this type of person, which the present Can-
berra Administration seems to be so de-
pendent upon, has not looked with favour
npon any idea of soldier settlement after
this war, and every week that passes
strengthens ma in the belief that a lot of
the proecrastination is indulged in simply
to delay the institution of any werth-while
soldier settlement scheme or the providing of
ap opportunity to get a scheme tried out in
a small way before there is a big rush of
men demanding settlement on the land.
Now, of courze, we are faced with the posi-
tion that within a few months we shall
have probably thousands of men in West-
ern Australia seeking repatriation on
farms, and our planners and plotters appar-
ently have not very much to offer them.

While I was somewhat eritical of the
recommendations of the Hural Reconstrue-
tion Commission for soldier settlement as
ecntained in the second report, I wonld
like to congratulate the Commission upon
the recommendations in its fourth report,
a copy of which I have only recently been
able to obtain, for the financial and econo-
mic¢ reconstruction of the farming indus-
try, particularly its recommendation for
the writing down of secured debts and its
proposals that the valuation of the security
should be based on the productive value of
the farm. To me those proposals are not
new; they have been urged by country
representatives in this Parliament for
yvears, but to me at all events it is a matter
for congratulation that the Commission,
after taking evidence and I trust after ac-
quiring experience, has made those recom-
mendations and has made them as elearly
and as lacking in enuivoeation as it has
done. I conenr in and support and rein-
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force, if necessary—though I do not think
it is needed in respect of that gentleman—
the plea made Ly Mr. Williams for more
practieal men to be placed in anthoritative
administrative positions in the mining in-
dustry. I ean assure the hon. member and
this House that, mueh as the mining indus-
try may need Lhat very necessary depar-
ture from the procedure of the past. it
-does not need it—jndging from my ohser-
vations—nearly as much as does the farm-
ing industry.

Hon. L. Craig: Do you agree with the
leasehold proposals?

Hon. H. I.. ROCHE: I certainly do not.
I suppose it is inevitable—due largely, I
think, to the absenece of any practical far-
mer on the Rural Reconstruction Commis-
sion—that even in its fourth report, which
on the whole is reasonably good, it should
still indicate that it sces salvation for
many of the farmers of this country in the
management and control of their affairs by
officialdom. Im that regard, I have already
made my attitude quite plain, and 1 dare
say [ shall do so azain in the future. It is
inevitahle that, no matter how efficient an
authority may he, unless it can evolve a
systemm which will leave to the settler the
responsibility of managing his own aRfairs
and farming his own farm, any scheine will
fail to a considerable degree, if not en-
tirely. In fairness to the Commission, Y
wonld say that the proposals for adminis-
trative organisation and the recommenda-
tions in respect of personnel for the con-
trol contemplated would—if it were pos-
sible to carry them out—go a long way to-
wards offsetting the dangers I perceive.
Possibly I am somewhat hard to eonvinee,
but to me the millennium is not yet snd
officials possessing the qualifieations which
the Commission thinks neeessary have not
vet been born in sufficient nuribers. YWere
it otherwise, I think the proposals might
suceced.
The developments in Australia of recent
* vears have been such that there is mnow,
or there has been, quite a changed rela-
tionship between life in the country and
life in the cities. I know people, many of
them living in the glories of the past, who
hemoan the passine of what they are
pleased to call the pioneering spirit. I sup-
pose most of us have an idea of what is
meant by that. T think it will be found
that there is still courage and capacity,

285 °

possibly through all the community, cer-
tainly—I would say—amongst the country
people. But I think that the pioneering
spirit, as we have known it in the past,
and the faith in the country that impelled
people to undertake pioneering, are as dead
as the dodo and they have been killed by
the developments in our sociel as well as in
our economic life. Today probably the first
question & man who might contemplate going
ount to the back of beyond and pioneering
there would ask himself would be, “What is
the use?’ People are not going out to live
nnder the conditions prevailing today, just
for the sake of a living., They are not going
to put wp with dust, heat, flies, lack of
amenities and a sub-standard of education
for their children when they realise that as
a result of a growing social consciousness in
the community it is possible in the cities to
obtain a living wage governed by an Arbi-
tration Court award, reasonable housing
conditions and amenities, and, above all, op-
portunities for a decent education for their
children.

As T think T have said in this House be-
fore, the general community must have a
new conception of conditions in the country
and of what the future is likely to be. That
attitnde of mind to which I have referred
applies fairly generally throughout West-
ern Australia. I think it applies in the
North-West. Some greater reward must be
the lot of ibose people than has been offer-
ing for some time past. T think that perhaps
we have been a little too intent in some
respects on a levelling down in Australia.
We have reached j position where I think
Governments and the community as a whole
will have to give serions thought to the need
for helping up the rural and pastoral indus-
tries. I was very impressed a month or two
ago by a letter that appeared in the Press
from a Mr. Frank Thompson, of Port Hed-
land. He made what appeared to me to be
a powerful plea for an alteration of con-
ditions 1o the North to enahle men with in-
itiative and ecapaeity, particularly younger
men, to attain to a position where they would
have something more than a living which
would justify their earrying on industries in
the North. He did not make his appeal on
behalf of pastoralists slone but for employ-
ers and employees in the North as well,
Although I do not suppose the Government
ever sees anything in letters like that, or ever
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takes much notice of what is said in the de-
bate on the Address-in-reply, I think it is
something to hope for, that it might at least
take some heed of that feeling and see
whether it is not possible to institute some
steps or prevail on the Federal authorities
to assist to sueh a degree that there will be
a favourable response to appeals such as
that to which I have referred. The same
condition prevails, though not as acutely at
the moment, in the rural areas. When it
develops further in the rural areas, I think
its effects will become even more manifest
than they are in the North.

I wish to say a few words in respect of
the wool industry, becaunse I-think 2 certain
amount of publicity with regard to it might
do something to offset some of the despond-
ency which appears fo be growing in certain
quarters, It is generally recognised that the
industry is of tremendous importance to the
whole of Australia. I think that most people
feel that way, cven if they have not given
the matter much serions thought. I have
always felt that way but have never had the
position brought home to me more thoroughly
than when considering the report of the
Secondary Industries Commission appointed
by the Commonwealth Government. At page
8 of that report appears a graph illustrating
very clearly what the industry means to
Anstralia. It is extraordinary that the line
of the graph representing the number of
people gainfully employed in Australia fol-
lows, not exactly, of course—graphs rarely
do—but substantially and consistently, the
amount received year by year in the Austra-
lian wool cheque. I wonld like to have seen
that given more publicity. I would like to
see the graph in “Hansard,” but I do not
suppose that is possible.  If would bring
home to people just what the wool industry
means to this country.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Can you not quote if,
and then it wonld appear?

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: T cannot very well
quote g graph. The effect of good prices for
wool is shown in the graph, as well as the
effect of any recession in values. We recog-
nise the importanee of the wool industry,
hut information such as that demonstrates it
even more. The value of the Australinn wool
industry to the textile trade of the world
can be gathered from the fact that, roughly
speaking, the percentage cost of the raw
woo] in the finished article is somewhere
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abont 10 per cent. The actual figure, T think,
is between 8%/ and 8.3; so if one multiplies
the Australian wool clip of £70,000,000 by
ten, one gets an idea of the value of our
wool to the textile trade of the world. Mem-
bers will appreciate the interest shown in
the Australian wool clip by certain peoplt
not necessarily concerned with the welfare
of Australia or the wool industry. These
are fremendous figures, and I think th¢
people of Australia should realise what the
Augtralian wool clip means, not only t«
them, but to the rest of the world, bevauss
a threat of substitutes and artiticial tibres
such as rayon has grown up in receni
years. This threat has been aceentuate(
by the indifference and apathy of the wool
growers, and particularly the manufactur
ers, for a considerable time.

I am speaking at the moment more par
ticularly of the manufacturer oversea, whoe
with an old-established business and con
nection, has been content to go on making
the same old eloths, certainly very fine
cloths, with the same old machines whiel
were probably very good in their day buw
which are now o0ld, and with the same ol¢
processes of manufacture. This is a con
dition of affairs which the woel industry
must strive to have altered. The wool
growers of this counntry are waking up
and in 1936 they agreed to a 6d. per bals
levy for publicity and research. That levy
has since been increased to 2s. per bale
and already there have heen such remark
able results that I think those intimately
connected with the industry should fee
sober optimism regarding the future, pro
vided developments in research, publicity
manufacture and marketing continne as ]
am given to understand, under the latesi
proposals of the Commonwealth Govern.
ment, they will. Research has now reachec
a stage where Prof. Speakman of the
Leeds Universitv has stated definitely thai
science can now give to wool any properts
that industry desires. T hope I will noi
hore members if I read a few lines of thy
renort of the Secondary Industries Com.
mission. The reporf reads as follows:—

By using different resing it is now possible
to modify wool properties in any manner the
manufacturer might desire. Composite fibrc
is just as much a new textile as is any new
rayon. Jt is no longer necessary to accept wonl
in the state in whieh na*ure provided it. Woa!

instead can be used to form the basis of n new
range of fibres and fibrous products.
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These are sweeping claims, but are not
nade, I imagine, without some justifica-
tion, so that the prospect that is opened
up for the wool industry is very consider-
.able. I have obtained samples of some of
the lightweight materials which, if any
members are interested, I will be only too
pleased to show to them afterwards. I am
given to understand that these samples do
not represent the latest or lightest of the
materials which have been made from wool,
though they are a marked advance on any-
thing—both in style and lightness—that I
have seen before. I am told that manu-
facturers are now turning out—though oot
yet on a commercial basis—wool fabric of
almost gossamer lightness, which ean com-
pete with any of the vayon or other sub-
stitutes that have been developed in differ-
ent parts of the world. The necessity for
the Australian people, as well as the wool-
growers, to interest themselves in the wool
industry is demonstrated, I think, by its
importance, which shows how necessary it
was for something to be dome in this

<country and for the woolgrower to contri-

bute his 2s. per bale, which is supple-
mented by the Commonwealth Government
to a like extent. In 1937 one of the rayon
manufaeturers in the Old Country, spent
£2,0092,000 on rescarch and publicity alone,
and the United States rayon interests are
said to be spending as much as £6,000,000
per year for the same purpose.

We have to bear in mind that the over,
sea manufaeturer is not particularly inter-
ested in the Aunstralian woolgrower or the
Australian nation. He is interested in

supplying fabries to the publie, but he-

can—I understand, without great diffieulty
—convert his machinery, most if not all of
it, to use the artificial fibre produets. That
is one thing we have to bear in mind and
one reason why the obligation -has to he
taken up by the woolgrower and by Aus-
tralia to develop and further research, be-
cause the manufacturer does not mind very
much whether he manufactures wool or
some other produet snch as one of the
artificial fibres. We are in the position of
having to build np the publicity for wool-
len cloths and the products of wool manu-
facture, and also to finance and encourage
research into the manufacturing processes
and into those phases of manofacture
which, it is conceivable—and which I un-
derstand in some quarters it is believed-—

will simplify manufacturing processes to
the extent of cheapening them very con-
siderably.

I think that in Australin we shounld—the
field is pretty wide—enconrage the further
processing of as much of the Australian
wool clip as possible before it goes over-
ses, Especially wmight! 'we start with
scouring and top-making, the more elemen-
tary of those proecesses, setting as our ulti-
mate object the manufacture of the major
portion of the clip inio cloth before export.
Of course, it is taking a very long range
view, when we talk of manufacturing any
great proportion of the Australian elip
into eloth, but I think it is as well for
Australia and for the industry and the
people of this country to consider the ap-
proach to this matter along those lines.
Certainly there is plenty of room for us
to develop the first process, seouring, and
the second, converting into tops, though
aven there there are limitations. Certain
of the present overses manufacturers would
wish to eontinue purchasing our raw wool
as they have secret blends which are used
in the top-making process and they would
still require scoured wool, in order to do
their own blending. But I think it would not
be any large proportion of the elip that
would be so blended.

Hon, L. Craig: Top-making is done here
now, fo some extent.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: In this country it
is, bul as yet it is only a percentage, not
a substantial percentage, of the Australian
elip. I do not believe I am over-optimis-
tie—

Hon. C. B. Williams: No farmer that T
know ever was.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: Having regard to
the developments—

Hon. C. B. Williams: It has yet to rain
in September, to keep the erops going.

Hon. H. L. HOCHE: Having regard to
the developments and prospects for the
immediate future, I do not believe I am
aver-optimistic when I say I think we can
gtill retain all our confidence in the Aus-
tralian wool industry, given progressive
research, an enlightened manufacturing
industry, and a firmly-controlled system of
marketing, all of which I bave some reason
to believe we are within measureable dis-
tanee of obtaining. I was very disap-
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pointed, in view of the faith I have in that
national industry which means so much to
everyone——-

Hon. C. B. Williams: Is that mining?

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I was very disap-
pointed to read, a little while ago, a re-
ported statement of the then DPremier,
which I took to be meant as a justification
for his Government giving consideration
and support to a proposal to establish a
rayon industry in Western Australia, and
I can only think, seeing how important is
our wool industry, that when the ex-Pre-
mier made that statement he was not aware
of the more recent developments in regard
to research, manufacturing improvemenis
and the handling of raw wool and the wide
range of products which are now being
turned ont purely from weol and which can
compete with practically any of the rayon
products on the market today.

Hon. L. Craiz: The rayon suggested by
our then Premter was to be a by-product of
our forests.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I have not forgot-
ten that, but I say that any properfies—
we have the Secondary Industry Commis-
sion and Professor Speakman as authori--
ties—that indusiry desires ean be given
to wool and woollen materials, so that they
can eompete. In addition, I am informed
—though this is not anthoritative; it comes
from a man who has 2 far wider know-
ledge of the industry than I have on the
manufacturing side—that it is only in
respect of the inferior and cheapest forms
of rayon that we canuot mateh it with
wool. Despite the fact that the rayon in-
dustry might be developed in Western Aus-
tralia, out of the waste material of our
forests, so important is the wool industry
and such is the threat that has been devel-
oped by the rayon interests against wool,
that, having regard to the certainty that
if the nations of the world are to trade
with each other in future we will have to
be prepared to buy things from them as
well as sell them things, we might at least
leave sueh rayon as is necessary in this
conntry to be listed among our imports.

We have sufficient scope in Australia to
develop the processing of wool—hoth
throngh the primary and final stages—to
find far more emplovment than we could
possibly hope to provide throngh the rayon
industry, with this difference, that the wool
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industry means so moch to every man,
woman and echild in Australia—whether
employed direetly or indirectly in the wool
industry—that I think we should concen-
trate on thet industrv rather than that,
under Governmeni patronage or Govern-
ment snpporf, anvthing should be done to
establish the rayon industry which has set
out te compete, nnd which would eompete
if allowed to continue without strong eom-
petition and research on our part. and
would eventually prohably destroy the
wool industry. though it has not vot
heen able to match the quality, warmth
and wear contained in woollen materials.
I hope the Government will not look fur-
ther into the rayon project but rather into
the possihilities of developing wool proees-
ses, and that it will employ such zeal as it
possesses hy eoncentrating ite textile activi-
ties upon that industry. I trust we will not
hear any more about the establishment of a
rayon industry for which there is no pos-
sible justification.

Hon, C. B. Williams: Rayon is very nice
to wear if youn suffer from priekly heat;

.much better than wool.

Hon, H. L. ROCHE: A few weeks ago
reference appeared in the Press to a mission
entrusted to Australian delegates who were
going to Ceylon and India apparently
for the purpose of pushing the sale of de-
hydrated mutton. I certainly wish the dele-
gation cvery suceess and if they should
achieve that result I trust that the rcports
that we will get back from India will be
much more to the eredit of that article than
those we have received from our troops who
have referred to the virtues of the dehy-
drated meat they had to eat when stationed
on the Islands and elsewhere.

Hon. C. B. Williams: And that applies
to Perth as well.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: We have an oppor.
tunity to develop the trade with India and
Ceylon immediately after the war ceases,
bat it will involve a certain amourt of pre-
paration on our part. T had an opportun-
ity to diseuss matfers coneerning wool and
meat with the members of the Indian dele-
gation when they visited Australia some time
ago. One of the [ndian delegates, giving
a rough cstimate, suggested that of the
meat-eating races in India there would he
about 30,000,000 industrial workers whao
could afford te huy our mutton at 6d. lh.
on the basix of Australian eurrency. That
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would certainly be a help, but not in a per-
iod of secareity in this country. Allowing
for reasonable refrigeration and transport
costs, it should prove a big help within the
next few years by helping us io place a
conziderable quantity of mutton during giut
periods.

T eertainly do not think we will have any
such gluts for two or three years because
of the contract with the British Government
to take our surpius meat until 1948. Tt will
nevertheless give us an opportunity if we
are snfficiently wide enough awske to ex-
plore the possibilities of establishing anl
fostering this trade. A certain amount of
exploratory work is needed with regard to
cool storage and distribufion arrangements
at the other end. There js one other mai-
ter to which T shall allude. T vefer to
something that is perhaps little more than
a pious hope.

Hon. C. B. Williams: I trust you have
not in mind aoy chance of _the Country
Pacty being returned to power.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: What I have in
mind is that the Government shonld ap-
proach the Commonwealth anthorities v
urge a reconsideration of the effects of the
present system of taxation.

Hon. €. B. Williams: Hear, Hear!

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: While I am, quite
-as mueh as anyone else, of the opinion thab
perople who have the money should be pra-
pared to pay, I think we must all recognise
that taxation has reached a stage at which
people are not endeavouring to carn addi-
tional income or to develop industries. The
present conditions present a very acula
problem to the farming community. Most
of the farmers have a considerable mori-
gage or overdraft to contend with and with
prices on a reasonably good basis, taxation
eonsumes too great a portion of their in-
eome. There are very. few farms and pas-
toral properties that are not deteriorating
duc to manpower difficulties. The average
farmer today can only seek to set aside
something so that when materials and lab-
our are available he will be in a position to
put his property into proper working order
again. There may not be good times ahead,
and I am afraid that many farmers even if
they are in a position to effect improve-
wents on their properties will only then find
themselves back in the position they were
in when the war started. They are not so
situated as to be able to reduce their indebted-
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ness to any extent, and the hest they can do
is to put their properties back into the same
productive state as when the war commenced.
That, particularly in Western Australia,
will have an adverse effect on the rural in-
dustries because many of our farms are
still in the developmental stage. After six
vears of war the properties are six years
behind from the standpoint of development,
and I eertainly trust something can be done
in that regard.

HON. C. R. CORNISH (North) [6.7]:
In common with other members who have
participated in the current debate, I would
like to express my regret that Hon. J. C.
Willecock had to retire from the Premiership
owing to the state of his health. He held
his high position for a long time during
periods of great difficulty, and he did a
goad job. I trust he will be spared to enjoy
the comparative case of the cross-benches
so that we shall have the benaefit still of his
experience and knowledge. 1 congratulate
the member for Gascoyne (Hon. F. J. 8.
Wise) upon his being elected to the Pre-
miership. He is a man full of energy and of
great ability, His electors have great con-
fidenee in him and feel assured that he will
give a good account of himself in his present
high office. I frnst that his health will en-
able him to carry out his arduous duties. I
am also glad that the member for Murchison
(Hon. W. M. Marshall) has been elevated
to ministerial rank. He is eertainly a man
of energy and as he represents a mining &on-
stituency I feel that he will be sympatheti-
cally inelined towards the mining industry
and its interests in the North Province, We
shall leck le him for help and sympathy in
connection with our mining problems there,
of which I shall have something to say later
om.

Recently I made 2 trip through portion
of my province, I travelled for 2,500 miles
and even then only traversed one corner of
it. Members will agree that my province is
fairly extensive, As I was passing close to
Wiluna and had not previously visited that
centre, I decided to have a look at the town.
Y am indeed pleased that I did so. Wiluna
is eertainly an eye-opener to anyone seeing
it for the first time. In pre-war days it had
a population of 6,000. Tts streets are wide
and bitumen-surfaced and there is a bitu-
men road right out to the mines. There-is
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an electric light supply and water is re-
ticulated throughout the town. It has a
swimming peol and ice is supplied during
the summer months. In fact Wiluna has all
the conveniences of a town in the south.
Now I understand all that is to go by the
board becaunse the mine will be closed down.
Hon. T. Moore: No fear!

Hon. C. R. CORNISH : That is what the
mine manager, Mr. Carroll, told me.

Hon. T. Moore: He has been saying that
for years.

Hon. C. R. CORNISH: If that is so and
the mipe is to be closed down, I think the
State Government or the Commonwealth
Government should extend kelp so as to avoid
that tragedy.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You got in before
me. There will be over 1,000 workers put
off at the end of this year. '

Hon. C. R. CORNISH: Every attempt
should be made to keep the mine going and
I trust that the Government will do some-
thing about it. Mr. Carroll seemed to think
that there was something in the mind of the
Government that it counld do, but it either
wonld not or could not take the action re-
quired. The population of Wiluna is now
about 2,000. What has been done there
shows what money ean do. The whole fown
and the loea! activities are electrically con-
trolled, and a man merely manipulates a
switch and the town is lighted, the mining
machinery operates, the water is pumped
intd a huge storage tank, and people have
their water supplies. There is one man
there who is by no means a hefty individual,
but he is able to supply the loeal people
with fresh vegetables. He has a very fipe
garden indeed.

Hon. T. Moore: And some of the people
in the town have gardens as well.

Hon. C. R. CORNISH: That is so. There
are beautiful trees growing there and all be-
cause the people have the water.

Hon. C. B. Williams: The town should be
kept going.

Hon. C. R. CORNISH : That is so. I also
visited the Blue Spee mine whieh produees
gold and antimony, the latter being used in
the processing of steel. That mine bas been
subsidised by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. The manager told me that there are
1.000,000 tons of ore in sight. Some little
difficulty is experienced with water, but that
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trouble will be overcome. I feel convineed
that the Biue Spee mine will prove helptul
to the North and to the State generally. The
management provide huts for the men and
they are made very comfortable. As a mat-
ter of fact, the mining companies in the .
North have done their best to provide de-
cent living conditions for their employees,
with the result that they get good men to
whom they pay good wages. I did not go
inte the wages question partieularly, but
everyone secmed to be satisfied.

There is a road leading from Meckatharra
to Marble Bar, a distance of about 430
miles. I notice that the member for Pilbara
in another place has recommended that that
road thould he bituminised. Personally I
think it should be one of the first works
undertaken. It caters not only for the mail
service and for general traffie, but all the
requirements of the people of Marhle Bar
in the way of perishables and other com-
modities are conveyed by that route. I was
interested to note that the perishables avail-
able to the people in those parts were even
better than those procurable at Port Head-
land, despite the fact that that town is on
the coast. That is probably because of the
better service further north.

Sitting suspended from 615 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. C. R. CORNISH: The management
of the Blue Spee¢ mine has gone to consid-
erable trouble in looking af¥er tts men,
who are certainly encoursged to remain on
the mine. The next day I visited the Comet
mine. This mine has the reputation of
being the richest in the world; but when
one gets close to it, it is difficult to find
out anything about it. Nevertheless, T think
it is very rich. The mine seems to have
everything it requires. Water has been
struek at a depth—I do not know what the
depth is—and there is an ample supply to
carry on the mine. The ore is rich and
there seems to be a large quantity of it.
I visited the quarters of some of the mar-
ried men and found them to be very cum-
fortable. Rach man has a little shack, for
which he is charged 6s. per week. He is
supplied with light, power and water free.
The men have little gardens at the front,
and iee 15 deliverced to them free during the
sammer. Altogether, their life is not bad.

The rosd from there to Marble Bar is
very rough; it is six miles of the roughest
road I have travelled on, but it merely
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needs going over with a road machine and
if the surface were bituminised it would be
an excellent road. We have read much in
the Press lately about the shortage of
vegetables in the North, and we have also
read about planes carrying vegetables to
the North during the summer. At Marble
Bar I saw a nite garden at the police sta-
tion in which were grown vegetables of all
kinds, as well as fruit, including lemon
trees. The water for the garden was ol-
tained from the town supply. There is a
pump, but not too many people are sup-
plied with water. Those obtaining the
supply are the Government servants and
a few townspeople. At a place ahont 1¢
miles from Marble Bar towards Port Hed-
land there is an ample supply of water and
fertile soil. In the past, vegetables were
grown there by Chinese, but the miners ob-
jected to the Chinese and the whites would
not take up the work.

The shortage of water supply at Port
Hedland is exceedingly aeute. Mr. Wil-
liams mentioned that he eould get 45,000
gallons of water for £7. In Port Hedland a
resident pays 3s. 6d. for 100 gallons of
water. It is earted on trucks in two tanks,
and ccemes from & spot 70 miles along the
railway towards Marble Bar. Even 4t
that price the Railway Department is
showing a loss in supplying the water. Just
ont of Port Hedland the R.A.F. has =
camp, Its water supply comes from a
place seven miles from the eamp and about
14 miles from Port Hedland. The R.AF.
sank bores and at present iz pumping
8,000 gallons per day of excellent drinking
water and washing water. That water
could be taken into Port Hedland. Port
Hedland is not a bad litfle place, but it
suffers from an absence of fresh water.
Water is very scaree and consequently
there are no gardens at Port Hedland. The
hespital is an excellent building and can
secure a plentiful supply of fish, as it is
right on the coast. .

Many complaints have heen made to me
about the State Shipping Service. The resi-
dents said the service was easual, and that
when the ships came in they discharged
only half their eargoes and put out to sea
again. But the people did not understand the
position. In my opinion, the trouble arose
hecause the State ships had io contend
with war conditions. The coast, which had to
he blacked out, is one of the most dangerous
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in the world, and the ships had ito pro-
ceed there in daylight. - There is a
place called the Mary Ann Passage,
between Omnslow and Roebourne, through
which the ships must sail, and they must
go through that passage in daylight. It is
also necessary for ships to take a northerly
course out to sea at night instead of tak-
ing the passage between Dorrie and Bernie
Islands and Dirk Hartog Island, through
which they could pass in daylight.

I have travelled on the “Koolinda.” The
“Chungking” and the Dutech boat malke
only abont seven knots. These were the
only vessels the Government could secure.
The Government did its best, but the
vessels are absolutely unsuited to the
work. Another vessel, I think the “Spita-
bergen,’’ has loading gear which is too
short to take the cargo off at low tide. In
my opinion, the State Shipping Service is
doing a fairly good job. During the war,
the erew of the “Koolinda,” from the cap-
tain down to the cabin boy, have done ex-
cellent work and siill are. They are geb-
ting a lot of abuse along the coast but X
think it is undeserved. The Ashburton,
Roehourne and Pilbara’districts, when I
saw them, were in a very bad state. They
had just passed through a drought, but the
drought conditions are not apparent until
one arrives there and sees what has hap-
pened. All the rains those distriets got
was accompanied by gales. The rainfall
might have been three or four inches, but
the gale hlew down tanks and windmills and
50 the eountry was worse off than before.
Those rains, with the addition of high
freights imposed during the war, lack of
manpower, high taxation, and large in-
creases in pests such as dingoes, kangaroos
and foxes, have made the pastoralists’ lot
most nnenviable.

The meeting which was heid at Whim
Creek in order to find a way ont of the
people’s difficulties was pot held in an an-
tagonistic spirit. I heard that the intention
was to debar politicians from attending it,
but someone said to me, “You had better
come along.” I therefore took it that I was
invited. I went, and I was not put out. The
object of the meeting was to try to find a
way out of the difficulties in whieh those
people found themselves, They are up
against it. Some 10 properties have been
vacated, as the firms would not grant the
owners any further credit. As & matter of
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fact, the owners themselves did not wish to
stay on the properties any longer. They
had battled against all kinds of trouble, in-
cluding bad seasons and the war. Now the
pests are coming on to the properties and
the owners cannot cope with them hecause
of lack of manpower,

I met two pastoralists who Lad lived in
the district for 20 years and reared fami-
lies, They have left their properties. One
has taken up the position of Town Clerk at
Port Hedland. The other has come south,
but I do not think either will return. Tt
is up to the Government now, if other
people with fresh hearts cannot be found
to take up those properties, to send a eouple
of trappers up there to keep the pests down,
50 that other pastoralists may be enabled to
continue to live on their properties, The
meeting decided that the business people,
including the pastoralists, in that part of
the State should be free from taxation for
the ensuing 20 years, That is the request
which they intend to place before the Com-
monwealth Government. If granted, it
would certainly be a help to them in over-
coming their diffienlties, but I think they
will be extremely fortunate if their reguest
is pranted. -

Hon. L. Craig: What about the Common-
wealth Constitution?

Hon. C. R. CORNISH: The residents
say, “The Constitution be blowed.”

Hon. L. Craig: The Commonwealth (Gov-
ernment did it at Darwin.

Hon. C. R. CORNISH: It has been
done in other places and they -consider
it can be done in the North-West. The geo-
graphical position of the North-West has
always been considered to be a disadvan-
tage, When I first went to the North, we
could import all kinds of goods direct from
London, and did so. Later on, however,
agencies were established in the FEastern
States, and we had to buy from them. The
goodls had to be breughi to the coast and
then carted to the outback plaees, all of
which added to the expense. Another mat-
ter 1 desire to refer to is petrol. Petrol
passes onr door, as it were, but it is taken
down to the south here or to Sydney, put
into drums, and then shipped back to the
North. We have to pay 4s. a gallon for
petrol and, considering it is the life-blood
of the industry—everybody uses it—that is
an additional heavy barden on industry.

[COUXNCIL.]

The greatest c¢rime of all, however, is that
the women and children have been deprived
of tropical fruits which came from the Is-
lands to the north.

Hon. L. Craig: That was wicked.
Hon. C. R. CORNISH: I have scen as

many as 200 bunches of bananas, as well as
paw-paws and mangoes, loaded from boats by

" Chinese, sold for a few shillings. They were

a godsend to the people in the North, as
they were the only fruits which they could
get. Some say the trade was stopped in
order to protect the Queensland growers:
oihers say it was to prevent disease, while
still others say it was for taxation purposes.
At all events, not a bunch of bananas has
been ohtainable by the people in the North
for the ten years preceding the war. Carnax-
von growers could not supply the North
with bananas, because refrigerated space
would have to be provided for them; but
they could be brought from Java, as they
would come down through the heai. Al
these disasters have befallen the North and
now the residents have had the last straw
that broke the camel’'s back., Owe bright
spot in the North is the Gascoyne district.

The Brick House Station’s eclip ex-
ceeded all past records. The yield was
14 lbs. of wool per sheep, a very good
average. The couniry in the Gascoyne dis-
trict and in the Murchison looks heautiful
at present. The growers have been harassed
by a plague of locusts, which has done
a great deal of damage to the bananas, buf
the pest is now in hand. The Government
is dealing with it, and it will be overcome.
Many new growers have taken up land in
the district and some of them are in a sound
financial position. They have good homes
and a few pounds in the bank. The indus-
try is in a flourishing state. Recently
two Perth firms sent up men to infroduce
sprinkler plants which have taken on very
well. Some eight or nine plants have heen
ordered. They will make a big difference
not enly to the banana industry but to the
growing of beans, tomatoes and other erops.
We have had a wonderful season and the
river is running well with water from three
tributaries. The prospects are very bright.

Unofficially I have heard that the Gov-
ernment intends to put two little boats on
the coast to operate as far as Carnarvon.
They would provide a weekly service which
would be a wonderful thing for Carnarvon



[22 Avcust, 1945.]

and for the southern portion of the State
because we ean grow all the out-of-season
vegetables, such as beans, tomatoes, peas,
potatoes, etc. We can also send to the
metropolitan area all the tropieal and sub-
tropical fruits that are needed. A fishing
plant is to be started at the old meat works,
which have been nearly all pulled down.
However, a small portion is still intact and
some plant is to be installed there. About 40
hands will be employed in smoking, eanning
and otherwise processing fish. Millions of
shoals of fish have been séen in the waters
around Carnarvon so that the fish are there
in unlimited quantities and will form the
basis of a very fine industry.

I would like to see the whaling industry re-
vived. Numbers of men will be returning
from the war, and a plant at Point Cloates
could be bought for a matter of hundreds
of pounds and it is worth thousands.
I have been told by Norwegian skippers
who have been there that it is one of
the best sites for whaling and sharking.
All we need are a few boats and the industry
could be revived. Today, all refrigerators
earry 25 per cent. sales tax. Now, a refrig-
erator in the North is not a lusury but a
necessity. It would help the people there
a lot if the 25 per cent. were taken off. That
would hurt nobody. No-one would be given
any money; it is merely a matter of a rebate.
It is not giving them assistance in any way,
but simply taking some taxes off while they
are in such poor circumstances. I have been
in touch with Mr. Fyfe and had a very
sympathetic hearing from him. I think he
will place a number of returned soldiers in
the North because there is any amount of
land, and any number of chances for settlers
to go in for tropical agriculture. There are
about 40 families there now, and they all
started with nothing. Today they are well
established and are worth many thousands
of pounds between them, Under the soldier
gettlement scheme, the lads could be given
about 20 acres of land and properly super-
vised, I suggest that first of all they be
given a good supply of water, and they will
never look back. Another proposition I
would like to mention is that one of the best
stations in Western Ausiralia—it is in the
Gascoyne district—is Clifton Downs, or
Bidgemia. At present it could be bought for
£25,000. 1In its heyday it carried 60,000
sheep and was worth £100,000,
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Hon. L. Craig: They got £40,000 from
the clip one year!

Hon. C. R. CORNISH: Through negtect,
or perhaps drought, this place today is
offered at £25,000. It eould be cut up into
four lovely stations and made over to soldier
settlement pastoralists. It contains some of
the best land in Western. Australia and about
60 or 70 miles of the Gascoynme River
Tuns right through it. I am quite in accord
with Mr. Thomson about honouring the Aus-
tralian and the British flags—in particular
the Australian flag. The school children are
apt to forget what it means. They should
be taught what it represents. We should
have some patriotism in the nation. I think
we are drifting a bit, I commend Mr. Sed-
don on his remarks about the machine age.
The pick and shovel days are finished. If
we want to make roads or do anything else,
we must use machines. We must work
shorter hours at higher wages. There is a
road running for three miles from Carnar-
von. Only old chaps were employed on it.
They were honest men and were paid £1 a
day for trying to shovel dust against the
wind. They worked for months and built
this road. I do not know what it cost the
Government; the idea was to give them work.

Lately the Main Roads Board came along
with big trucks and tractors and formed the
road with men sitting in their seats on the
machines. That sort of thing gives us re-
sults. Years ago we were told that the
sewing-machine would put out of work a lot
of people who did hand-sewing. That ¢on-
tention was proved wrong, and I think the
same thing is true teday. I would like to
ask the Chief Seeretary to get his Govern-
ment to send little wooden ships up the
coast. Old seamen tell me that that could
be done today as well as in the past when
small ships came along and anchored opposite
a station, landed stores on the heach and
picked up wool from there instead of its
being earted for miles over sand tracks. If
we had another hoat something like the
“Koolinda,” or a bit more up-to-date, so that
two boats operated between here and Darwin,
with half a dozen small vessels in addition,
we would get some results.

I have so far mentioned only the “Comet”
mine. I wonld like to tell members of some
others. There is the “Gorge” at the Hamers-
ley Ranges out from Roebourne. I am told
there are unlimited supplies of blue asbestos
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of excellent quality in sight. It is said to
be worth thousands of pounds. The manage-
ment of that mine is having trouble in get-
ting the ore away and obtaining food sup-
plies, Much of the stufl is brought by "plane.
In the course of the meeting at Whim Creek,
to which I referred earlier, mine representa-
tives said that they fed their men on
tinned potatoes. It is pretty hard, in
a country like * this, where potatoes are
grown as well as they ' are in Ircland,
to have to do that. The little ships that I
have mentioned could make a big difference
by giving a weekly sevviee to these places.
They could pick up the ore and bring in
the food. I understand that from 1,000 to
2,000 men will be employed at Yampi Sound.

If we have some stable industry in addi-
tion to the pastoral industry to help main-
tain the roads and shipping, it will make
a big difference to the North. We have
iron, asbestos, gold and antimony, and white
asbestos, too, of which I have seen excellent
samples. The development of these indus-
tries would help the North a lot. With the
irrigation of rivers we could, withont any
fear of entering on schemes costing millions
of pounds, make the North-West capable of
carrying a population that could at least

protect the country in the future. I have
pleasure in supporting the motion.
HON. ¥. B. GIBSON (Metropolitan-

Suburban) [7.55]: I would like to be asso-
ciated with the tributes paid to the ex-
Premijer and with the congratulations of-
fered to his successor. It has heen my pri-
vilege to know Mr. Willcock for many
years. I know no man who has occupied
that high position who has brought greater
sincerity of purpose and a greater desire
to help the people of this State than bhe.
I offer my congratulations to his suceessor
and I think Western Australia s to be eon-
gratulated on having such a man to follow
Mr. Willcoek. Mr. Wise came here as a
voung man to a position in the Agrieultural
Department. He was later elected as member
for Gascoyne and later still, beeame Minister
for Landz. In these capacities he acquired
a knowledge of the requirements of Western
Anstralia that is not enualled by any man
in the parliamentary life of this State.
UInfortunately, his wide knowledge will not
he available as Minister for Agriculture,
hut undoubtedly he will pass on that know-
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ledge to his successor, Mr. Tonkin, who will
bring to his new job that sincerity and as-
siduity that has characterised his work in
the Edueation Department.

We are meeting here tonight under con-
ditions that we have hoped and longed for
during the last six years. Qur enemy in
Europe has been vanquished and the enemy
in the Pacific has also been defeated. Our
hearts are full of gratitude to those men
who have made it possible for us to live
under the conditions that we experienced
in Australia during those six years. It is
a long cry to the days of the Battle of
Britain and the conditions that existed in
England in the closing months of 1940, We
can remember that Hitler had fixed a day
on which his troops would march through
Whitehall. But he counted without a full
knowledge of the character of the English
people or of that remarkable man who at
the time was their leader. We ean remem-
ber that when Goering unleashed his airmen
to smash the industrial life of England and
sweep the R.AF. from the skies, he was
not suecessful.

Most of us will recall that on the morn-
ing of the 15th Scptember we saw in the
papers that the R.AF. had shot down 186
hombers. It was at that time that Mr.
Churchill uttered those words that have
been gquoted so frequently since. He said
that never in the history of human conflict
had so much been owed by so many to so
few. We cannot express our gratitude, as
we should, to those men, but everything

Jpossible must be done to recompense them

for the sacrifices they made at the time.
While paying due tribute to the work done
by our Fighting Services I would like tc
mention two organisations that operated in
Western Ausiralia during the six years of
war. Those organisations have hardly re-
ceived the reeognition and commendation
that they deserve. I refer to the Volunteer
Defence Corps, or the Home Guard, as it
was originally called, and to the AR.P. In
the dark days of 1940, just after the fall
of France, one of the Fremantle City coun-
cillors, Councillor Fisher Beard, sugeested
that something might be done in the way
of forming a volunteer body for Lome de-
fence purposes. A meeting, very largely at-
tended by returned soldiers of the last war,
was held in the Fremantle Town Hall. An
organisation was deeided upon, but it was
rather frowned on by the military autho-
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rities at the time because they said there
was nothing in their organisation making
it possible for these men to funetion as
they wished. We were advised thait the
only way we could be of any help was to
join a rifle elub.

I can remember well that on a Sunday
morning, immediately after the fall of
France when it was doubtful what wonld
happen to the French Fleet, we had a largely
attended meeting on the Fremantle oval.
We arranged for seven or eight J's.P. to
come down and attest the men. Mr. John
Tonkin was there to address the men,
and we enrolled sbout 300 or 400. Equip-
ment was not available so the Fremantle
City Council had a number of dummy rifles
made out of wood and these were used for
training purposes. I am making reference to
these facts heecause I have, in reeent
months, heard a great deal of the origin
and genesis of the Home Defence Corps,
but no credit whatever has been given to
the faet that it was Councilior Fisher
Beard of the Fremantle City Council who
was the originator of the scheme.

The A.R.P. organisation also had its
genesis in Fremauntle.
for such a body, we arranged for lectures
to be delivered there in order te equip onr
peaple with sufficient knowledge to cope
with civil defence. As a result about 6,000
men and women ultimately formed the
eivil defence organisation of the metropo-
litan area. I hope that now the war has
ended and their services are no longer re-
quired some recognition in the shape of a
medal or eertificate will be given to all who
served in that organisation. These men
and women realised gquife well that, had
there heen any trouble from Japanese bomb-
ing, they would have been in the first line
of defence. They gave their time freely and
willingly and acquired a great deal of know-
ledge and endeavoured to prepare for what-
ever would have been necessary had the oc-
casion arisen.

The cessation of hostilities has brought
to the forefront a lot of post-war problems,
and T think the most important of them is
that of housing. My sympathies are with
any Government department whose duty it
is to try to improve the cxisting position.
A good deal of it is a legacy from the con-
ditions that prevailed in the metropolitan
area in pre-war days, but they bave been
aggravated considerably by the fact that so

Realising ihe need -
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many of the men in the Services belonged to
country distriets and brought their wives
and families into the city and that other
young people have married. In the metro-
politan area at present, I do not believe
there is a vacant room. Unfortunately, the
condition of many of the houses is not &ll
that eould be desired. In Fremantle an in-

vestigation has been made of every house in

the eity area, and I am sorry to say that
the conditions that have been found there
are anything but ereditable to those in auth-
ority. We have many under-standard houses,
many houses without laundries, and bun-
dreds without baths. I have seen conditions
tbat have shocked me. There are no other
houses to which the occupants can be trans-
ferred; they have to remain where they are
until the position is relieved.

Some time age some of my counncillors
and I thought that we would endeavour to
get the Municipal Corporations Aect
amended to give loeal authorities the right
to advance money to suitable people in order
to assist them in erecting homes of their
own, being of the opinion that ¢ man who
owns his own home is a good citizen. Hav-
ing learnt the cost of houses being con-
structed, however, we realised that it was
impossible for us to do much in that diree-
tion. In New South Wales a four-roomed
brick house is costing £1,300 and a five- -
roomed brick house £1,400. In Western
Australin a four-roomed brick house is
costing £919 and a five-roomed brick house
£977. Those figures seem to be beyond the
range of an average man earning the basie
wage or something just above it. I hope it
will not be long before conditions are altered
so0 as to bring the cost within the financial
reach of workers.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Those costs are for
brick houses?

Hon. F. E. GIBSON: Yes.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Those are the costs
of wooden houses in the country.

Hon, F, E. GIBSON: That makes it much
worse. I have had an opportunity to see a
house constructed under the workers’ homes
scheme and, while it is a neat home, I eon-
sider it is not of a type suitable for our
elimate. The rooms are too small. If the
occupant were desirous of having a few
friends in during the evening, I doubt
whether it would be possible to put more
than five or six people in the room. In one
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bonte I saw heing built, the bricks were set
on the narrow edge. That was for a par-
tition wall, and to me it seemed to be in-
sufficiently solidly constructed. No veran-
dabs were aitached to these houses, and
members will agree that in a climate
like ours, if there are two considera-
tions that are essential, they are plenty
of shade and an opportunity to sleep
ont in the hot weather. The rents that will
have to be paid will make it impossible for
the oceupants to become possessed of them.
I hope that a scheme will be evolved under
which the oceupants, after having paid rent
over a number of years, will be given an
opportunity to acquire some equity in their
homes. It is not right that a man shounld
pay rent for a home all his life and then,
when he reaches old age, not own a brick
of it. We should endeavour to make it pos-

sible for every man fo secare a home of his
-own.

The Lieut.-Governor’s Speech makes ref-
erence to the fact that the Government has
decided to build a power house at Sounth
Fremantle. T know that this decision cansed
some concern among my friends in  the
South-West, and I believe that 1 motion of
protest was moved at a road boards eon-
ference, but a sensible gentleman was pre-
sent—the Mayor of Bunbury—who stated
that he had no desire to oppose the projeet
hecause it was entirely apart from anytbing
wanted in the Sonth-West. With that I
agree. I understand that the intention is to
build a 50-cyele plant. This is to bring
it into line with econditions in power
bhouses in the Eastern States. There is
likely to be some chaos during the change-
over, and il is unfortunafe that this ehange
wus not made when the laree additions to the
power house at East Perth were built, I
understand that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment is providing £300,000 towards the neces-
sary cost and it is no doubt better to make
the change now than at some later pertod.

There is a story told that T believed for
a considerable time, but, on investigation, I
found it to be incorrect.. The story is that
the power plant erected at East Perth in
1916 was palmed off on the Government of
the day after South Africa had turned it
down. T believe that investigation was
made at the time and that the iden was to
clectrify the railway between Perth and
Fremantle and that o 40-cyele plant was
thought to be the most suitable for working
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electric trains. That is why the 40-eyele
plant was andopted as against &0-cyeles,
which is the normal standard. Unfortun-
ately, our original power house plant at
Fromantle was of the 50-evcle type, and
when we decided to take our power from
ihe East Perth station, we had to re-wire all
our motors in oxder to take the 40-eycle envy-
rent. Now, however, we have to go back
to 50-cyecles and do all that re-wiring over
again,

The Chief Seeretary: They ure all worn
out, are they not? .

Hon. F. E, GIBSOX: Not yet. It is
pleasing to find that the Government has
decided to adopt the recommendations of
the Electricity Advisory Committee appointed
to inquire into the need for power for the
Great Southern. Knowing the advanfages
of having cheap electric power, I congratu-
Iate the Government on having taken this
step and hope it will not be long before
the power is provided. I suggest that this
work should be given priority over the con-
struction of the 4ft. 8%in. railway line, be-
cause it would be far better to .spend the
£9,000,000 required for that work on the de-
velopment of our agricultural and pastoral
industries. The other work can wait, but
the development of the ecountry distriets
cannot be postponed. I suggest to members
from the country that they impress upon
the Government the absolute neeessity of
creating boards to control the output of
¢urrent from the new plants. T believe that
the sale and distribution of current in those
districts should belong to the local aunthori-
ties in the areas in which the current is be-
ing used. It may interest them to know
just what has happened with our undertak-
ing at Fremantle. I will quote a few figures
that members will find instructive, In 1903
the (wo municipal councils—East Fremantle
and Fremantle—decided to run their own
electrie plant and provide for electric trams,
and a sum of £100,000 was borrowed for
the purpose. That money was expended,
and some time later another £100,000 was
borrowed, making the total £200,000.

In 1916 the Government built the power
house nt East Perth and made an offer tu
the loeal authorities at Fremantle under
which they should take cenrrent from the
Government ppwer house. They were to re-
ceive eurrent at .83d. per unit for 25 years
with the option of continning for a further
25 years, The offer was accepted and sines
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1916 we have been taking our power from
the East Perth station. We started off with
a debt of £200,000. In the first year of our
activities, the revenue from the transport
section wag £20,000 and from the eleetricity
side of the undertaking £4,150, a total of
£24,150. For the year ended August, 1914,
our transport activities produced £82,600.
We collected 10,000,000 fares; that figure
i» rather astonishing for a small city. Qur
clectricity sales totalled £134,000, making a
total revenue for the year of £216,600. At
present our useful assets are worth £386,000
and we have paid in profits to the two coun-
cils the sum of £109,000, showing tbat we
have built up a total amount of £490,000.
Further, the vndertaking is entirvely out of
debt. We owe nothing, and I am right in
saying that those two local authorities have
1o loan- indebtedness whatever.

Hon., G. W, Miles: A pity they were not
running the State,

Hon. F. E. GIBSON: I am wondering
what would have been the position had the
Perih Gity Council retained control of the
city tramways. Judging from its profits from
the electricity supply, we might have hal
the most modern transport system of
any city in Australia instead of that which
we have.

As one who spent many years on the gold-
fields in the early days, T was somewhat per-
turbed at hearing the very doleful story that
Mr. Williams had to tell of Wiluna. My
first experience of Wiluna was in 1903, and
{ remember going to a small hotel built of
corrugated iron, the hoards on the verandah
being a bit loose and a few goats wandering
around. 1 had the privilege of visiting the
town some years afterwards with my friend
the Chief Secretary, and found the modern
and flourishing place deseribed by Mr.
Cornish. Tt is very sad to contemplate the
possibility of that place reverting to what
it was when I first saw it. If there is any-
thing that the State Government or the Com-
monwealth Government can do to maintain
the town, it ought fo be done.

I was pleased to hear Mr. Williams’s story
about Kalgoorlie.  With what he said, I
agree. Kalgoorlie has the prospect of enjoy-
ing a future perhaps more prosperous than
any other city in Australia. They have
enormous gold depesits which, with modern
working methods, could be mined and the gold
recovered. I am convineed that the price of
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gold will never be lower than it is today,
because I cannot imagine the three great
Powers who hold most of it, permitting it
to decrease in value to any extent. I am
quite sure that Mr. Williams and my friends
from the Goldfields will see Kalgoorlie hoom-
ing in the not distant future. I think that
everything possible to assist the mining
and agricultnral districts should be done. It
is ahsolutely essential, becanse if those places,
are not prosperous, there is not much oppor-
tunity for the development of the metropo-
titan area. I think that most of those who
earn a living in the city realise that our
prosperity and happiness depend entirely
upon what is being done on the other side
of the Darling Ranges. It is quite easy for
us to go home at night, and pull down a
switeh and get a light. It is quite easy for
us to turn on a tap and obtain water, and
to turn on the gas and light it.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: You cannot always do
that!

Hon. F. E. GIBSON: Tsually we can.
Compare the eonditions under which we live
with those affecting the people who are

- out doing tke hard work for us in the eoun-

fry and the mining distriets! If we do
that, we can understand that people are not
gning back there to work leng hours under
hard conditions when most of us in the met-
ropolitan area are working 40 hours a week,
a lot of us having nothing to do on Satur-
days and Sundays, and those that do have
to work on Sundays getting a2s much as 10s.
an hour for it. People are not going to re-
main in the agricultural areas unless they
get amenities that measure up to the condi-
tions of those living in the metropolitan
area.

Hon. G. B, Wood: What abont joining
the Country and Demoeratic League?

Hen. F. E. GIBSON: I do not mind that
at all, Recently a measure was put through
Parliament to raise the school age to- 16, a
very desirable objective. I am just wonder-
ing how the Minister for Education is going
to implement that Act. I am aware of my
own knowledge that at present schools are
over-crowded. The classes are far too big,
and the areas surrounding the schools are
not big enough for playgrounds such as the
children are entitled to. Furthermore, the
equipment is very inefficient. There is a
great job before the Minister for Edu-
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cation and his department, and money
will have to be found to provide these
essential needs. Every parent wants to give
his youngster the best eduncation he can
obtain; it is a very good thing that he wants
to do so. I was surprised the other day to
discover what a short period of training
school teachers are reeeiving at present. I
understand that one year's monitorship and
one year in training eollege are regarded as
sofficient to equip the teacher with all the
knowledge necessary for him to set out to
educate the children. That is not right.
Much more {raining is required than that. I
know of no profession that means so much
to the future welfare of any conntry as that
of teaching. )

Teachers take our children at a very early
age, and to a great extent the future out-
look on life of those children is dependent
on the type of education they receive.
Consequently, we should seek the very best
type of person to enter the teaching profes-
sion and give that person the best educa-
tion and training possible. I know that lack
of money holds up these reforms, but they
are urgently needed and should be regarded
as essential, I had the opportunity of seeing
some fllms dealing with the area schools of
Tasmania; but the problems in Tasmania and
Western Australia are different.

Hon. T. Moore: Very different!

Hon. F. E. GIBSON: The Education De-
puartment here operates over an avea of
900,000 square miles. Tasmania eould be
placed between Fremantle and Bunbury.
However, the idea behind the area school is
good. Youngsters are taught something of
the callings existing in the towns and dis-
triets in which they live. They are mostly
the children of farmers, and the boys are
taught the use of tools and machinery. If it
were possible to establish one or two of those
area schools in this State, it wounld be 2
good thing. Dr. Hislop spoke about the milk
supply and stressed the need of pasteurisa-
tion. As one of the original members of the
Milk Board, I want to assure him that the
hoard also thought that very necessary. It
was my privilege—not only my privilege,
but my dutv—to make an investigation of
every dairy in the metropolitan area during
the year in which the board was created.
The late Prime Minister of Australia was a
colleague of mine on the board for two
years.  The conditions T saw existing in
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dairies almost filled me with despair. How-
ever, the board did a good job. It stabilised
the price of milk and made it possible for
the producer to get a reasonable return for
his work and the commodity he was selling.

The trouble was that those people were
not getting sufficient money for their pro-
duct to enahle them to make the improve-
ments that were absolutely essential for the
supply of good milk. I agree with Dr. His-
lop that it is absolutely impossible to pro-
vide conditions in the immediate metropolitun
area under which milk of good quality ean
be produced hygienically. It should be the
job of the Milk Board to compensate people
operating in the No. 1 zone and get them
further out to prevent them wandering
around the sandhills in the metropolitan
area, When I first went out on inspection
work, I saw women and children look-
ing after eows, in muck and slush ahove their
ankles in winter and in clouds of dust in
summer. They were getting the enormons
sum of Bd. per gallon fov their milk—the
price of half a pint of beer!

Hon. L. Craig: Conditions are better
now.

Hon. F. E. GIBSON: Yes; I have met
many people who have said they felt like
getting down on their knees every night and
thanking God that the board had heen
created. We did improve conditions, but
the conditions are still not all that they
should he. Those people are not working
a 40-hour week, with Saturdays and Sun-
days off, but they are working from morning
to night every day, including Saturdays and
Sundays. Their conditions should be im-
proved, and they should obtain that re-
compense which all of us who live under
happier conditions would desire. I think
that most people who have given any
thought to the future of Australia and the
population problem must he interested in
any migration proposals the Government
may intend to introduce.

Members will recall the agreement which
was entered into between the Commonweslth
Government and the Tmperial Government,
and which was responsible for the settle-
ment of the Peel Estate and other group
settlements. It was my privilege, during the
operation of the whole of that scheme, to
meet almost every boat that hrought
immigrants from the Old Country. We
nsed to take them to the old Immigrants’
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Home and talk to them and look after them
for the first four or five days of their stay
here. T hope that no similar experiment will
be put in operation during the post-war
vears. The people brought to this State
were, through no fault of their own, under-
fed and unhealthy. They came from the
factory towns of England, and probably
many of them did not know which end of
the axe to use in order to et wood. They
were left largely fo their own resources.
Some of their children have probably done
well, but in the main they were unsnitable
types to put to work of that sort.

I Dbelieve that the hest type of immigra-
tion propaganda is to make conditions in
this State sueh as will induee people to come
to live here without their having to he
helped to migrate. Another point I would
mention is that I have had many people
vome to me at varicus times to ask whether
there was an opportunity for them to adopt
children. From the foundling homes in this
State, many children of tender years have
been adopted by childless couples; at one
time about 200 families were looking for
children, I a2m wondering if it would not
be possible to undertake some scheme by
which young orphan children from the Qld
Country could be placed in the homes of
people in Western Australia who need them,

Hon. L. Craig: That plan is in operation
in the Rastern States,

Hon. F. E. GIBSON: There is talk of a
scheme to bring 17,000 people to this coun-
try at a cost of £1,000,000. Many children
could be brought here at practieally no cost.
There is another aspect of the population
problem fo which some attention should he
drawn, though I do not know to which auth-
ority the matter should he referred. I allude
te the indiseriminate sale of contraceptives.
Something should be done to make it im-
possible for such articles to be sold as freely
as they are; sales should be possible only at
the order of a medieal authority. Dealing
with migration, I read last evening a pas-
sage from a pamphlet entitled “Alarming
Australia,” by A. E. Mander, in which he
states that in 1860 the birth rate was 42.6
per thousand and in 1939, 17.6, and points
out that the increase in our population lately
is due only to the inereased number of old
people, to the fact that people are living
tonger. He says that our young population
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has been diminishing for some years, and if
the pre-war trend continues after the war
our total population will become virtually
stationary by 1953, quite stationary by 1960,
and that after 1960 it will hegin definitely to
decline.

If these conditions continue, he asks,
what future is there for a British Austra-
lia? If nothing can be done, or if nothing
adequate is done to reverse the trend, then
we shall have to face the stark prospect of
onr Ausiralia as a country without a future,
a nation doomed to destruction. There is
nothing to be gained and everything to be
lost by closing our eyes to the fact, There
is nothing to be gained and everything to be
lost by faneying that the position will
"right itself.” There is nothing to he

. gained, but Australia to be lost, by failing

to realise that of all the urgent and enor-
mous practical problems which will face us
at the end of the war, this is the most ur-
gent, most important, most enornous of all.

In coneclusion, I desire to refer to that
part of the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech wherein
we are informed of an extensive post-war
works programme epsting £13,000,000, and
to the reference made further on in the
Speech to the intentions of the Railway De-
partment in the maiter of overtaking de-
ferred maintenance works, the provision of
improved passenger and goods services, pro-
curation of more Garratt engines and Diesel
elcctric trains, and the giving of close at-
tention to the Commonweslth Government's
proposals for the standardisation of rail-
way gauges, There is not, however, any re-
fetence to anything being undertaken in the
way of providing for the erection of a new
railway bridge at Fremantle, with the con-
sequent deviation of the main line, so as to
provide for a gradual extension of the Fre-
mantle Harbour as the work of the port
may necessitate.  Dost members will re-
member that in 1928, a lot of thought and
diseussion centred in this matter, and whilst
it was generally agreed that the rail and
road crossing of the river should be erected
in a locality ahoug 1,000 feet eastward of
the present vehicular traffic bridge, the pro-
ject had to be abandoned because of the dif-
fleulty in obtaining the necessary finance
and the strong opinion that the existing
harbour was sufficient to meet requirements
for the ensuing ten years.
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In view of this lapse of 17 years since
the time when the matter was the subject
of considerable interest and as, even if a
commencement were made upon this par-
ticular railway work as soon as possible, it
would—having regard to the length of time
required for the preparation of designs and
the difficulty of obtaining materials—take
another ten years to carry out the construe-
tion of the bridge, deviation of the line and
all other consequential work, I am strongly
of the opinion that this essential project
should receive immediate consideration as
part and parcel of any national work to be
undertaken in connection with post-war con-
struetion. [ consider also that the ecarry-
ing out of the work would permit of the
planning of a long-term poliey in progres-
sive harbour development, and thus give
all eoncerned in industrial and warehousing
activities at the port the opportunity to
visualise any such possible development in the
future, and so permit of the planning of
their own projects aceordingly. At the same
time J should like it to bhe clearly under-
stood that I am not advocating an exten-
sion of the Fremantle inner harbour at the
moment, but simply the means whereby such
development can take place gradually and
in progressive steps, as muy be justified
from time to time. I support the motion,

HON. J. A. DIMMITT (Metropolitan-
Suburban} [8.32]: Between the closing of
the last session and the opening of the cur-
ren{ one, momentons happenings have oe-
curred. The war in Rurope collapsed much
sooner than most of us dared to hope. A
little while later we were shocked by the
death of our Prime Minister, and soon
after thia session opened we were sarprised
and disappointed to find that our Premier
was compelled Lo resign, owing to ill-health.
Since the rising of this House last week,
and before our re-assembly this week, we
have all heen overjoved to find that the
surrender terms of Potsdam had been ac-
eepted by the Japanese. With the passing
of the Prime Minpister of Australia we have
lost a worthy son, but a sueeessor has been
appointed, and so the activities of the
Commonwealth Parliament go on, almost
undisturbed. With the retirement of Mr.
Willeock from the office of Premier this
Parliament has lost a valuable leader, and
one who was respected by every member
of hoth Houses. We hope that his healih
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will soon be restored and that he will he
enabled to give the benefit of his experi-
ence to this Parliament for many years fo
come. At the same time, we wish his sue-
cessor, Mr. Wise, well. All of these momen-
tous happenings were of great importance
at the time of their occurrence, but as they
recede into history, so their importance
diminishes, though their cffect may be felt
for some considerahle time. But we, as
members of Parlament, are much more con-
cerned with history in the making, and there
are tasks in plenty ahead of us.

I suggest that foremost among the pre-
sent needs is that of housing, which has
been stressed by previeus speakers, but
I do not think can be overstressed. The
housing of both returned and returuving Ser-
vicemen is of paramount importance, and at
the same time we must not overlook the
housing needs of the civilian population,
which are equally important though per-
haps not of quite such high priority. I
am sure all members must have come into
personal econtact with many unfortunate
and some really sad cases of families living
under bad eonditions, conditions which are
not conducive to happiness but to the re-
verse of happiness. I think the word ‘‘ap-
palling’’ ipnadequately desecribes some of
those conditions. I have had brought un-
der my notice several cases where a wife
and several children are oceupying a singlé
room, and perhaps portion of a verandah,
and are sharing culinary and sanitary con-
veniences which are totally inadequate for
the overcrowded household. Such conditions
must have an adverse effect on the health of
the family, and even on the morals of the
children, but it goes much deeper than that.
It opens up the whele question of national
welfare, because conditions such as those
I have desecribed seriously affect the peace
of mind end the sense of purpose of
people forced to live under such conditions.

Let us consider for the moment what
must be the effect on a returned soldier
with war neurosis, of being compelled to
live in a so-called home, among people
whe are comparative strangers. I am sure
the result would be that his; mental, as
well as his physieal, condition must be seri-
ously affected und probably permanently
impaired. I think we are all in agreement
with the statement that homes are not
being bnilt with the speed necessary to
overtake the natural shortage, without tak-
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ing into consideration those extra short-
ages which are being, and will be, created
by our returning Servicemen.

The Lient.-Governor’s Speech informed
us that the Government is going on with
its own hcuse construction activitiezs on
the day labour plan, and when I asked in
this House if the Government had made
any comparison between the cost of houses
erected in other States under the day lab-
our and contract systems, the Chief Sec-
retary gave the housing figures which had
been supplied relative to Vietoria. How-
ever, the figures I have been able to obtain
differ a Zood deal from those given by
the Chief Secretary. The Chief Secretary
did stale that certain overheads were not
included in the figures submitted by him.
Those overheads, he stated, were archi-
teets’ fees and administrative ecosts. I
wish to quote from a statement made by
Mr. J. G. Beale. o member of the Legisia-
tive Assembly of New South Wales, who
said :—

Based upon the information from the most
reliable sources I estimate that mo lesz than
£800,000 goes in salaries each year to senior
public gervants directly concerned with the con-
trol of building and building materials or at-
tempting to re-organise the industry ostensibly
to denl with the post-war housing programme,
Up to the 30th June last some 5,600 homes
were completed throughout the Commonwealth,
which meang that departmental overheads
amounted to £143 per house,

I presume that that is an authoritative
statement. It is made by a reputable per-
son, and the Chief Seeretary has indicated
that the figurez he quoted did not include
architects’ fees and administrative costs.
Those are extras. We do not know what
they are, but they are certainly something
that the private contractor would have to
meet—-

The Chief Secretary: Did yon say that
is an authoritative statement?

Hon. J. A, DIMMITT: T suggest it would
be a reasonably authoritative statement, by
a member of Parliament.

The Chief Secretary: Judged by what we
hear in this Chamber sometimes, I would say
the opposite,

Hon. J. A, DIMMITT: Since the Chief
Secretary has raised that question, I will
make & comparison. He quoted one State
only, Victoria, and I will quate one State
only, Queensland. The Minister quoted the
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figures for a two-hedraom home. In Queens-
land, under the contract system, such a home
is erected at a cost of £918; under the day
labour system it costs £1,165. The day labour
system i3 carried out by the Queensland State
Departiment. I imagine that there is the
same possibility that all the overheads arve
not in¢luded in the amount of £1,165. The
housing problem is such a serious one that
it should be completely above party polities.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT : Housing is not
political issue but a2 national problem. I
suggest that the Government might give con-
sideration to departing from its sdherence
to its political policy of day labour. By all
means let ‘the Government instrumentalities -
build as many houses as they possibly can,
but let us have every help and let the Gov-
ernment give every encouragement to pri-
vale contractors. After all the private con-
tractor was responsible, in the past, for some-
where near 90 per cent. of the homes erected
in the metropolitar area. I should say that
much the same proportion would apply in.
the country districts, If private enterprise
had failed in the past in its vast building
programme, then T would say that it should
not be given any part in the housing pro-
gramme of today. But it did not fail in the
past; it did an excellent job.

Hon. C. R. Cornish: It built most of the
workers’ homes.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT : T¢ built a number
of them. One of the difficulties is that with
the present restrictions and the priority
given to the Government instrumentalities
for building materials, the private contrac-
tor has not a great opportunity to play an
effective part in the building programme.
The present methods used by private enter-
prise are not inefficient. I think the Gov-
ernment, under its day labour policy, cannot
build as cheaply, if all the overhead costs are
taken into consideration, as the private con-
tractor, who must consider those things or
face the Insolvency Court. I would say that
it would be better to have all the proposed
buildings tendered for in the open market
and let the Goveriment instrumentalities
tender in competition with the private con-
tractor.

" If the day labour system has any advan-
tage over the contract system, by all means
let vs apply it. But does the Government
consider that there will be the same output
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by tradesmen on a weekly wage as when they
afe on piecework? We must remember that
most private contractors have sub-contrac-
tors doing the various tasks associated with
building, and these sub-contractors are work-
ing for themselves. The result is, without
any doubt, that the private contractor gets
more work done per day per man than is
accomplished by day labour.” That heing so,
the day labour system represents a wastage
of manpower and brings about an increase
in the eost of homes. We must endeavour
to build houses at the lowest possible figure
50. as o cnable more and more people to he
satisfactorily housed in homes which they
will gradually acquire. The day labour
system is followed in New South Wales, and
in this connection may I quote a reeent an-
nouncement by the Prime Minister when he
said—

‘An inquiry will be made into the unusually
high cost of building in New South Wales.

Let mle also make.this observation: ‘In
South Australia, where private enterprise
has been responsible for a greater percent-
age of houses than in any other State, there
has been erected approximately 70 per cent.
of the quota allocated to that State. That
is in excess of the quota construeted in any
other State. We are all anxious to see the
building of houses at the earliest possible
moment. While 1 agree that the Govern-
ment is doing all it ean through its instru-
mentalities, T suggest that it give greater
encouragement and material help’to the con-
tractors and to the builders who, for many
years, have met the requirements of this
State.

I was interested in listening to the re-
marks of Dr. Hislop in connection with the
handling and distribution of food. On a re-
cent trip to South Australia I had the oppor-
tunity of inspecting the meat distribution in
that State. ¥t is a model for Western Aus-
tralia to emulate. I understand that our
Health Act contains provision for enforeing
the cartage of meat in covered vans. If that
is 50, then obviously the arrangement is not
strietly adhered to. Whether that is as a
result of the war, T ecannot say, bt
T understand from Mr. Bolton that his com-
pany has constructed a number of closed, in-
sulated, dust and fly-proof vehicles which
are operating in the metropolitan area today
for the earriage of meat. May I quote the
regulation under the South Australian Abat-
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toirs Act, which deals with this matter? It
is as follows:—

Xo person shall:-—(a) earry any meat from
any railway van, ship or store, or on or for
elivery to any retail buyer except in a re-
ceptacie constructed for the carringe of meat
and attached to a wheeled vehicle (herein-
after and in the regulations contained in
Part 3, called a receptacle) or in a wheeled
vehiele which g itself specially construeted
for the carriage of meat (hereinafter called
a meat van) and which receptacle or meat
van ig so construeted that meat therein is
protected from contamination by flies, in-
sects, dust, dirt, filth or other noxiouns mat-
ters and things and is properly ventilated
and kept at a reasonable temperature and in
respect of which an inspector has given a
written certificate as provided in Regulation
120,
We have all seen open or partly open motor
vehicles earrying ecareases, and those same
carcases being handled on the shoulders of
persons whose clothing was not particularly
elean. DMilk distribution has been referred
to by Dr. Hislop and 2lso, a few minutes
ago, by Mr. Gibson. My personal experi-
ence, in my home, is that although we seald
our milk and eccol it off in the refrigerator,
we find that we have to jettison the last half
inch or so of milk in the jug because there
is a deposit of solid matter.

Hon. L. Craig: Godd soil?

Hon, J. A. DIMMITT : Yes. It does not
matter which of the two milkmen operating
in our distriet supplies us; the condition of
ihe milk is similar. Bread is another item
the distribution of which reqnires better
supervision than it is receiving today. Only
last Saturday morning I had to remonstrate
with 2 small and verv unclean youth who
watked into our place and, on the way—
I happened to see him through 2 window—
he was pieking the soft centre out of  the
bread and eating it, and he had very dirty
hands. T also saw a baker chain and un-
chain the wheel of his cart, with all its dirt
and filth, and then handle the bread. This
sort of thing should not happen in a ecivilised
community. The time is more than overdue
when we should have an inguiry into the
distribution of food in the metropolitan
area.

With regard to the rehabilitation of Se:-
vice personnel, we must look to private en-
terprise again to take its place in the em-
ploying of those men. In the pre.war days
something |ike 90 per cent, of those men
were engaged in private industry, and pri-
vate industry ean do as much again for
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them provided there is not too ynuch inter-
ference from Governments with plans for
sceialisation. Again I make a comparisen
vith South Australia beeause I feel that ouv
Government has not been progressive enough
in encouraging oversea firms to establish
industries in Western Australia. The motor
body-building industry in South Ausiralia
has developed into a very large employin:
ageney.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: The largest.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: Holden’s motor
body works received encouragement to
loeate the industry in Sonth Australia. The
South Australian Government, by makin:
eonditions very attractive, also induced th
British Tube Mills to loeate their manufac-
furing plant in that State. I kad an op-
portunity of secing the plant only a few
months ago and it is certainly a marvellous
plant. It has been engaged in manufactur-
ing munitions and now will do excellen
work to meet civilian requirements. Those
industries were established in South Aus-
tralia as a result of substantial encourage-
ment given by the Government of that
State.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That is where th
Liberal and Country Party members co-
operate,

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: Yes, but we .arc
not concerned at present with .party poli-
tics. What we are eoncerned with are the
opportunities missed by the Government of
cur State. Only a few days ago the execu-
tive head of a Duteh firm wvisited Perth. He
was here for four days and I had the plea-
sure of having him to luneh at Parliameni
House. Nothing was done on behaif of the
Government until such time as T brought the
maiter under the notice of the Premier and
told him that a golden opportunity would
be missed if the Government did not make
some approach to the firm with a view to
getting it to locate its industry here. Thy
geovraphlcal position of Western Australia
is such that it would be & very desirable
place, I should think, for a Dutch firm to
conduet ity industry, it being the point
nearest to the Dutch colonial possessions. I
am pleased to say that the Premier did
contact this gentleman and an appoiniment
has been made for him to see the Premier
on his return. The point I wish to make is
that when the same gentleman sarrived in
South Australia, he was met at the aero-
drome and afterwards entertained by the
Premier of that State.
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Hon. BE. H. H. Hall: Probably our
Premier did not know that he was coming
here.

Hon., J. A. DIMMITT: Apparently not,
but the authorities in South Ausiralia seem
to find out these things for themselves. I
am led to believe that, as a resnlt of the
contact made by the Premier of South Aus-
tralia with this gentleman, there is a great
possibility of a substantial plant—a muni-
tions factory—being sold to the company
in whieh it will found at least part of its
Australian production plant. It was for-
tunate that I had known this gentleman
ever since he first came to Australia two
vears 2go and had an opportunity to intro-
duce him to the Premier. The Premier took
the opportunity offered; T give him credit
for that, but so many similar opportunities
occur and slip by, and that is why I have
made the comparison between what is done
here and the activities of the Government of
South Australia, which has been so success-
ful in inducing large manufactorers to locate
indnstries in that State. I deplore the fact
that onr Government has not been so alive
to the opportunities.

There is a task ahead of us which will
need the combined talent of all sections of
this and other Parliaments to cope with, and
I trust that we shall all berd our efforts
to make this world a better place for our
children to live in than the world we lave
experienced in our lifetime. I support the
motion.

On motion of Hon. E. H, H. Hall, dehate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 858 p.m.
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Paar
Questior;ts Housing, as to Workem' Homes Board 130‘
Vermin, as to repori of Hoyal Commiggion ... 304
Electricity supplies, as to extension to Mundijoug-
Serpentine dlatrict 304
Country hospitals. #s to Tequesta for “Bnanefai 04
Raﬂwnys. a0 th use of Collie confand o . 504
Cooking stoves as to lmports from South Ang
tralla 906
Personal extplmntlon, Mr W, Hegney ‘and unemploy- 205
Addreselo- -reply, tenth day .. .. .. .. 306

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.



